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up positions north and east of Pronie on either bank of the
river, where they were at once assailed and utterly defeated.
The British advanced, meeting no further resistance, some eighty
miles farther upstream to Melloon, and there made yet another
effort to induce the Court of Ava to come to terms. The latter,
completely disheartened not only by their ill success in the
main theatre but also by the failure of an attempt to recapture
Pegu and alarm their adversaries for their communications
and base, agreed to the preliminaries of a very disadvantageous
peace, but hesitated to sign a definite treaty until the invaders,
having stormed the Burmese entrenchments at Melloon, had
approached to within sixty miles of the capital.
The terms of the peace deprived the Burmese of all their
territory in Assam, Cachar and Manipur, and all their coastal
districts from the southern border of Chittagong to the southern
point of Tenasserim, except the Irrawaddy delta itself, which
was left to them. That these valuable provinces were thus
annexed to British India was due entirely to the adaptability
and tenacity of the troops, the valuable assistance of the naval
contingent, and the persistence and resolution of the leaders,
who, despite the initial difficulties afforded both by nature and
by the enemy, had thus conducted this curious amphibious-
campaign to final success.
NOTES FOR FUBTHER  READING
There are two monographs published by the General Staff, India,
dealing with the period covered by this chapter. The one on
Wellingtons Campaigns is the better; that on the Mahratia andPindari
War is less clearly written and the general map leaves much to be
desired. The Nepal campaign has found no modern historians ; but
the First Burmese War has been described by G. W. de R£-Philipe in
a valuable book, which quotes freely from official reports and des-
patches—though here there are no maps at all. Col. W. E, B. Laurie's
First Two Burmese Wars may also be referred to, as well as the account
in the " Burma " volume of the official Frontier and Overseas Expedi-
tions from India.
Lake's life has been admirably told by Col. Hugh Pearse, but
there is no other good modern account of his campaigns, though at
least one old book, Thorn's Memoir of the War in India under Lake
and Wellesley, is excellent reading and may be found in some libraries.
John Shipp's Memoirs afford some interesting sidelights on the
campaigns narrated in this chapter.

